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Overview
• The Emotional Disturbance Decision Tree (EDDT) family of products 

are the first of their kind that provide a standardized approach to 
assessing emotional disturbance (ED).

• The EDDT, EDDT-PF, and EDDT-SR are based on the criteria 
presented in the Individuals With Disabilities Education 
Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA) with scales that map directly onto 
this criteria. 

• All three tests address the broad emotional and behavioral nuances 
of children who may require special education services for ED.

• Multi-Rater Summary Form can be used in conjunction with the 
EDDT, EDDT-PF, and EDDT-SR to review responses from multiple 
raters over time to create a well-rounded picture of an individual's 
functioning.

Assesses emotional 
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EDDT
Assesses emotional disturbance in children ages 5-18 years from the 
teacher’s perspective.
Administration
• Takes 15-20 minutes to administer; 15 minutes to score.
• Administer with paper and pencil, or online with PARiConnect.
• Can be administered individually or in a group setting.
• Qualification level B.
Scoring and Reporting
• Can be self-scored.
• Scoring also available on PARiConnect.
Reliability, Validity, & Norms
• Norms are based on a sample of 601 children who were 

demographically matched to the U.S. population. Data were also 
collected on a sample of 404 children eligible for special education 
due to an ED diagnosis.

• Internal consistency was high (r = .94) for the EDDT Total Score and 
ranged from .75 to .88 for the scales. In addition, test–retest 
stability was high (r = .92) and interrater reliability was good (r = 
.84) for the EDDT Total Score.

• Convergent validity was examined using the CAB™ Teacher and 
Parent Forms, the BASC-2 Teacher Form, and the Teacher Report 
Form of the CBCL. Validity also was examined in populations of 
children with specific learning disabilities, speech/language 
impairment, mental retardation, ADHD, autism spectrum disorder, 
and social maladjustment.
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EDDT-PF
Assesses emotional disturbance in children ages 5-18 years from the parent’s perspective.
Administration
• Takes 15-20 minutes to administer; 15 minutes to score.
• Administer with paper and pencil, or online with PARiConnect.
• Can be administered individually or in a group setting.
• Qualification level B.
Scoring and Reporting
• Can be scored by a professional.
• Scoring also available on PARiConnect.
Reliability, Validity, & Norms
• The normative sample of 889 children was well matched to the U.S. population. In addition, data 

were collected on a sample of 430 children eligible for special education due to an ED diagnosis.
• Internal consistency was high for scales (median r = .81) and clusters (median r = .91), test–retest 

reliability was high for scales (median r = .95) and clusters (median r = .96), and interrater 
reliability was good (r = .87) for the total score.

• Convergent validity was examined with the BASC 2 PRS, Conners Parent Scale, CDS, DTCEP, and 
PBRS™. Validity was also examined among children with various special education needs, ADHD, 
social maladjustment, and psychosis.

EDDT-SR
Assesses emotional disturbance in children and adolescents ages 9-18 years from the child or 
adolescent’s perspective.
Administration
• Takes 20 minutes to administer; 10 minutes to score.
• Administer with paper and pencil.
• Administration is done individually.
• Qualification level B.
Scoring and Reporting
• Scoring is done by a professional.
• Intended to be used in conjunction with the EDDT and/or EDDT-PF.
Reliability, Validity, & Norms
• The normative sample of 614 children and adolescents was well matched to the U.S. population. 

In addition, data were collected from 162 children with an ED diagnosis.
• Internal consistency and test–retest reliability was high for the scales and clusters. Interrater 

reliability was good for the total score.
• Convergent validity was examined with the BASC 2 PRS, Conners Parent Scale, CDS, DTCEP, and 

PBRS™. Validity was also examined among children with various special education needs, ADHD, 
social maladjustment, and psychosis.

• Convergent validity was examined with the BASC-2 SRP. Validity was also examined in four groups 
of children representing various special education exceptionalities, including specific learning 
disabilities, ADHD, psychosis, and social maladjustment.

Continued on next page

Available in Spanish 
The EDDT-PF and EDDT-SR Item Booklets and Response Booklets are available in Spanish to facilitate 
use with Hispanic/Latino populations. 



Assess all areas of IDEA criteria using the EDDT family of products
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