Introduction

The Academic Achievement Battery (AAB) Compre-
hensive Form is a broad battery of tests that covers a wide
range of achievement domains in children and adults ages
4 to 85 years. Specifically, the AAB Comprehensive Form
assesses an individual’s performance in the main areas of
achievement defined by the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA; 2004): oral expression, listening
comprehension, written expression, basic reading skill,
reading fluency skills, reading comprehension, mathemat-
ics calculation, and mathematics problem solving. The
AAB Comprehensive Form assesses these constructs
across 15 subtests, each of which addresses a specific
function within a broader area of achievement. These
subtests yield seven composite scores, which combine to
create an eighth score, a total achievement composite (see

Figure 1.1).

In addition to the AAB Comprehensive Form, there
is also an AAB Screening Form that contains subtests in
four core areas of achievement: Letter/Word Reading,
Spelling, Mathematical Calculation, and Written Expres-
sion. For more information about the development, use,
scoring, reliability, and validity of the AAB Screening
Form, see the AAB Screening Form Professional Manual

(Messer, 2014).

Uses of the AAB Comprehensive Form

Results obtained from the AAB can be used to iden-
tify academic strengths and weaknesses, inform decisions
regarding eligibility, and aid in planning interventions.
For school-aged children (ages 4-19 years), the results
from the Comprehensive Form may aid in decision mak-
ing about inclusion in special education services or other
targeted interventions. For college-aged students, AAB
scores can be used in placement and/or accommodation
decisions. In addition, the AAB can be used with adults
(ages 18-85 years) to help identify individuals with spe-

cial needs who may qualify for disability services.

General Principles Guiding
the Development of the AAB

Several principles guided the development of the AAB.

The following sections review those guiding principles

and provide a brief description of how they were inte-
grated into the AAB.

Tasks Cover a Wide Range
of Achievement Domains

A total of 15 subtests yield eight composite scores,
which address the areas of academic achievement
defined by IDEA (2004). The AAB composite scores
are Basic Reading, Reading Comprehension, Listening
Comprehension, Expressive Communication, Written
Expression, Mathematical Calculation, Mathematical
Reasoning, as well as a total composite—the Academic
Achievement Battery Composite. Table 1.1 describes the
1S subtests in detail; Figure 1.1 illustrates the relation-
ship between the AAB subtests and composite scores.
Given the breadth of material addressed, the AAB is
suitable for use in educational, clinical, vocational, and

research settings.

Scores Help Identify Academic
Strengths and Weaknesses

The AAB Comprehensive Form provides a signifi-
cant amount of information regarding an individual’s
academic strengths and weaknesses based on his or her
performance. As discussed in more detail in Chapter 3
of this Professional Manual, a variety of quantitative
and qualitative scores can be calculated. These include
subtest and composite standard scores, score discrepan-
cies, and reliable change scores. A skills analysis can also

be performed.

1Q/Achievement Discrepancy Data Are Provided
for Widely Used Intelligence Assessments

Although measuring 1Q/achievement discrepancy is
still a primary testing practice, most achievement instru-
ments provide discrepancy data for only a limited number
of instruments, which can be very restrictive for a clinician.
Discrepancy analysis for the AAB will be available for the
Reynolds Intellectual Assessment Scale—2 (RIAS-2;
Reynolds & Kamphaus, in press) and is currently available
for the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children—Fourth
Edition (WISC-IV; 2003) and the Wechsler Adult
Intelligence Scale—Fourth Edition (WAIS-IV; 2008). See
Appendixes L and M.



Subtest Composite

Reading Foundational Skills

Letter/Word Reading —> Basic Reading

T

Reading Fluency

Reading Comprehension:
Words and Sentences

Reading Comprehension
Reading Comprehension:
Passages

Listening Comprehension:
Words and Sentences

Listening Comprehension

Listening Comprehension:
Passages

Oral Fluency

Oral Expression

Oral Production /

Expressive Communication

Pre-Writing Skills

Spelling Written Expression

Written Composition

Mathematical Calculation

l /\/\ Mathematical Reasoning

Mathematical Calculation

\

Mathematical Reasoning

Figure 1.1. AAB Comprehensive Form subtests and composites.
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Total Administration Takes Less Than 90 Minutes

Another goal during development was to keep adminis-
tration time to less than 90 minutes. The Comprehensive
Form can be administered in approximately 80-90 min-
utes for adults, 45 minutes for children in Grades 3-12,
and 30-45 minutes for those in Grade 2 and younger.

Scoring Is Simple and Requires Minimal Training

In addition to ensuring that the total administration
time was less than 90 minutes, it was also important
to ensure that scoring would be simple and easy to

understand. Therefore, the AAB requires only minor
training for examiners, and detailed or subjective scoring
is kept to a minimum. All scoring criteria can be found
in the AAB Item Booklet, allowing for scoring during
administration. Overall scoring takes 15 to 20 minutes.
Refer to Chapter 2 of this Professional Manual for more
information regarding the scoring of the AAB.

The remaining chapters of this Professional Manual
provide information about administration, scoring, and
interpretation, as well a review of the development, reli-

ability, and validity of the AAB.



